Romans 1.16 “For ​I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is ​the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.”

The gospel is such good news!  That “news” took on flesh.  That good news made flesh is still celebrated around the world.  This Christmas season we pray that you will boldly declare the power of God for salvation to everyone.

Driving east and west, north and south, back and forth we have reported the good things of God.  He is at work.  God’s will and plan for history is going forward.  He is building His church and calling people to Himself!  The 46,000 miles driven this year may have been hard on the body at times, but declaring the works of our God has made even that bearable.  The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 1.11-12 that he desired to see the Roman church to impart a gift to them AND that by that gift they both might be encouraged.  This was our goal for our furlough in 2009.  We know God used it in our lives.  We pray that God used us in your lives as well to bless you with a gift of hope.

Since last year at this time we have reported to all our supporting churches and 28 other churches.  We are praising God for His supply.  We raised all we needed and a tiny bit extra. (It was good that we did as we have already had a cutback that once again sees us just under supported.)  We also raised about one third (1/3) the money that it is likely to cost to get the next church plant started.   We know that some are still looking to give a donation to our “Evangelism and Church Planting” fund so that their tax deductable gifts will count for the 2009 tax year.  We appreciate that very much.  Any such gift can be sent to ABWE with our name and a note that it is for evangelism and church planting.  

Back in Australia God has given us a relatively smooth transition.  Moving back into the same house helped.  It also helped that after 15 years here we know what needs to be done and the order it needs to be accomplished.  Ministry is moving forward, we are reconnecting with friends – and hope to do a lot more of that this Christmas season.  The children are both enjoying school and looking forward to the summer break.

We would like to remind you that with changes to laws here in Australia we need your permission to send you an email.  So if you are no longer getting email updates you can view them on the web site (www.abwedouglas.net) or send us an email requesting the updates.

Our family wishes all of you a wonderful, Christ-centered Christmas!

In His service,
Matt, Barb, Amy & Luke Douglas
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